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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Place of Meeting:

Committee Chairman:

Room 430-31

Date Meeting Held:
Hour Meeting Held:

1/26/72
2:10 p.m

Thomas F. Joyce

MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SUBJECT OF MEETING:

Roll Call:

Presentations by Railroad and Public Service
Commission, Ted Schwinden, General Womack &
John Dowdall

Thomas F. Joyce, Chairman
J. C. Garlington, Vice Chairman
Harold Arbanas
Betty Babcock
James R. Felt
Fred J. Martin
Richard B. Roeder
Margaret S. Warden
Archie 0. Wilson

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

INTERESTED PERSONS TESTIFYING;
Name
Ernest Steel
William Johnson
Lou Beodecker
Al Langley
William O'Leary

Occupation or Title

Railroad and Public Service Commission

Ted Schwinden

Commissioner of Lands

Major General John Womack
Col. Harry Thode

Adjutant General
Department of Military Affairs

John Dowdall

State Examiner

The first 'presentation to be heard this afternoon was by the
Railroad and Public Service Commission. Chairman Joyce intro
duced Ernest Steel, Chairman and members Lou Boedecker, Al
Langley and William O'Leary, legal council.
Mr. Steel spoke briefly and introduced Mr. Johnson, Administrator
of Utilities who spoke on the duties and services of the commission.
A copy of the Annual Report in which this information is contained
is attached as Exhibit A and forms a part of these minutes.

Topics discussed following the testimony included questions on why
the positions should continue to be elective, the contact the
commission has with the people of the state, staffing, if adequate,
and how it compares to other states, if they use the services of
the attorney general's office, and the effect of reorganization.
Ted Schwinden, Commissioner of Lands was next on the agenda. His
comments consisted of some history of the department and the duties.
A statement is attached as Exhibit B. He closed by asking the
committee to consider the fact that state land resources of 5.1
million acres are irreplaceable and they should weigh the obvious
disadvantages of the multi headed agencies.
Questions were asked by committee members which pertained to land
resources in Montana in relation to education, and disbursement
of funds, matter of legal council, personnel employed and if
adequate, and the effect reorganization has had on this particular
department.

Next to be introduced were Major General John Womack, Adjutant
General and Col. Harry Thode from the Department of Military Affairs.
In essence these gentlemen both felt there should be a provision
in the constitution dealing with the Governor as Commander in Chief
and to provide for a state militia. They felt no need for Article
II, Military Reservation, to remain in the constitution and ex
plained the difference between organized and unorganized militia.
A proposal is attached as Exhibit C. A very brief question and
answer period followed.

The last to appear before the committee was John Dowdall, State
Examiner. He explained the functions of his office and the duties
that had been added under reorganization. Actually all duties were
transferred and are now under the Department of Intergovernmental
Relations. He stated the Montana Legislative Council in 1968
recommended the state examiner not be a constitutional office and
he concurred in this.

The committee questioned Mr. Dowdall briefly regarding staff,
chartering of new banks, bank examinations and reorganization.
Time of Adjournment:

4:30 p.m.
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